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God/ the Being who 'is before all things/ and by
whom ' all things consist/l And there was a danger
that the Neo-Platonic idea of the Logos should be
carried so far as to reduce the whole human life
of Christ to a mere illusive appearance of one
who was not a real human being at all. Even the
Gospel of St. John might seem to give some
countenance to such a view; for while the writer
protests against it, and even dwells with special
force and vehemence on its opposite, speaking of
'that which our eyes have seen and our hands
have handled of the word of life/2 and denouncing
as the worst of heresies the idea that. Christ had
not 'come in the flesh'; yet he himself" throughout
his narrative is continually insisting on the super-
natural aspects of the life of Christ. It was, in fact,
just because the Son of Man was so much lost in
the Son of God that the assertion of his real
humanity had become absolutely necessary. In the
protests of St. John, therefore, we see the beginning
of those controversies as to the relation of the divine
to the human in Christ, which were to vex the Church
through all the centuries in which it was occupied
in the formulation of its creed. The two terms, God
and man, were here for the first time brought together
with a full consciousness of all that tends to divide

1CoH 16,17.

alf the first Epistle be by the same writer as the Gospel.